earthly life, we take them not with us either. God
is the beginning; God is the end. Let us realise God
also in the middle state in which we are. ... The
question naturally arises, "Why this life at all?" It
is intended solely for striving to reach Him, and for
transforming, in that striving, all our trials and
sufferings into joy by the touch of our single-hearted
devotion to Him. ... When we are on this path of
devotion, it is truly a joy to live in whatever position,
God places us in. Hence it is that bhaktas did* not
desire for a complete absorption in God, i. e. moksha,
but prayed to Him to grant them as many lives, or
births, as He willed, provided He made them live
for His love alone. Then, again, the question, "Why
should He have left so many beings in utter ignor-
ance of His love and the resulting bliss?" His inaya
is mysterious. To probe deeper into the question
brings to light the subtlest truth, that He alone is
the sole actor behind this variegated and multiple
veil of maya. He, the Supreme One, pretends to be
all, in their varied masks, natures and activity.
Whatever it is, ours is not to puzzle our puny intel-
lect with the questions. We know that He is pure
love, and that our salvation lies in our complete sub-
mission to Him. Let us be His ignorant children,
ever basking in the rays of His unbounded love and
grace. He is dwelling in our hearts always.

27-7- '26.

16

